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our inferiors. Our self-conceit always enables us
to find these people.

A pure and noble happiness borrows nothing
from envy, quite the contrary. When encountered
such happiness suffers from the meeting and even
tries to hold aloof and never to cross envy's
pathway. Delicate souls are wounded by the
vicinity of evil. We should blush to provoke
envy, as we would blush to diffuse an odour that
is harmful to the health of our neighbours.

Ordinary souls rejoice at seeing envy born and
grow around them. The unreflecting provoke it
thoughtlessly. Really superior natures, through
calculation or kindness, strive to kill it in the
germ. When, against their will, it is encountered,
they endeavour, since its destruction is impossible,
to soften its effects.

V. The desire to occasion envy is a morbid
one, a sort of ever-restless, never-satisfied neurosis.
Those who can resist it are very rare. It appears
under every form and affects every mind. Like
the incorrigible coquette, who ends by looking in
a fetching way at her own fingers, the vain
person seeks to arouse envy among those who
are dearest.

The ancient Greeks often punished impious
wishes. The famous Athenian orator, Dernades,